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1.  INTRODUCTION 
It  has  been  generally  assumed  that in  comprehending human languages, topdown 
processing plays a significant role, especially in discourse.
1  However, as far as 1 know, no 
syntactic evidence for topdown processing at the sentence level has ever been put forth.
2 
This  article  is  an  attempt  to  provide  such  evidence  by  reanalyzing  a  well-known 
phenomenon in syntax. 
In  traditional  generative  transformational  grammar,  it  has  been  argued,  on  the 
evidence of the interaction between Passive  and Raising, that transformations apply in 
conformity to two principles. The first principle - the Cycle 一 requires that transforma-
tions apply cyclically from the most deeply embedded S to the topmost S.  The second 
principle strengthens the first by requiring that no cyclical rule apply on a given cycle to 
any  structure wholly  within the domain of a  lower cycle.  1 wish  to point out in  this 
paper that while one type of transformation does conform to these two principles, there is 
another type of transformation which  cannot conform to the cyclical  principle，的 it is 
defined, without an extra stipulation being incorporated into the structural description; 
hence making an “unnatural" generalization about human languages.  Instead, as is argued 
in this paper, cyclical rules will be modified to apply in the opposite direction 一 from the 
topmost S to the most deeply embedded S. 
In  other words,  instead of a bottomup processing, a topdown one will be proposed 
purely on syntactic evidence for these rules.  Then an explanation will be given from the 
functional, and probably also  a historical, point of view for why such a process may have 
taken place.  Implications for  the organization of grammar will  also  be touched upon. 
11.  EVIDENCE FROM GERMAN 
German manifests a very interesting word order in the surface structure.  In the main 